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Provincial Assessments 

2014-15 Community Report for Oyster Pond Academy School 

Provincial and Board Assessments 

 
School (%) 

2014-15 

Board (%) 

2014-15 

Literacy Assessments   

Grade 3 Provincial   

Reading 57% 68% 

Writing - Ideas         61% 77% 

Writing - Organization                       30% 62% 

Writing - Language Use                         39% 66% 

Writing - Conventions                      15% 53% 

Grade 6 Provincial   

Reading 81% 78% 

Writing - Ideas         67% 78% 

Writing - Organization                       56% 64% 

Writing - Language Use                         61% 69% 

Writing - Conventions                      53% 60% 

Grade 8 Provincial   

Reading 80% 76% 

Math Assessments 
  

Grade 4 Provincial   

Mathematics 65% 76% 

Grade 6 Provincial   

Mathematics 69% 72% 

Grade 8 Provincial   

Mathematics 48% 58% 
 

 

Oyster Pond Academy (OPA) completed its first five-year cycle of the Student Success Plan (SSP) 

(formerly known as CSI –Continuous School Improvement) in the 2013/2014 school year. In 

December 2013, following a presentation by our school SSP lead team to a committee of HRSB 

supervisors, OPA was officially designated as an improving school. The remainder of the 

2013/2014 school year was used as a time to reflect upon our successes and challenges, and to 

begin looking forward to the next cycle of the SSP process. 
During the 2014-2015 school year, OPA began year one of this process. We began by examining 

assessment data collected both internally (school based data) and externally (school board and 

provincial data). The information gleaned from these sources of data, gave staff the 

opportunity to closely examine assessment results, look at the trends in the data over time, and 

then determine which area(s) still required further examination. To that end, our new goals 

were created in the fall of this school year, and they are as follows: 

 



Literacy Goal - Students will strengthen literacy skills and improve reading comprehension with 

a focus on critical thinking. 
Math Goal - Students will demonstrate improvement in their ability to problem solve and 

communicate their understanding. 
Although our math goal is new, with the focus now on problem solving across all math strands, 

our literacy goal has remained somewhat the same, but has been refined to target specific 

aspects of reading comprehension. After analyzing literacy results, it was noted that progress 

had indeed been made in the area of reading comprehension throughout the past five years. 

However, the intention of our new goal is to now go deeper and move further along the 

continuum of reading comprehension, with an increased focus on critical thinking.    
To support these goals, our teachers are constantly participating in a number of professional 

learning opportunities. School-based Professional Development (PD) days, the October 

Conference day, on-going after school PD sessions offered by our school board, summer 

institutes, graduate level programs, and online courses are only some of the opportunities that 

our staff engages in to ensure they are staying current with best teaching practices. Our 

teachers strive to provide the best possible education for our students on a daily basis, in 

keeping with the HRSB mission statement - Providing a high quality education for every student 

every day.  
Two types of teaching models that have proven to be highly successful in supporting student 

achievement were explored more thoroughly this year in our classrooms. The workshop model, 

which all of our teachers use to varying degrees for literacy instruction, and the constructivist 

approach within the structure of the 3-part lesson for Math instruction. Teachers used their 

time in weekly Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) to share with each other different 

strategies and practices related to these models, and we were also able to draw upon the 

expertise of a number of current staff members to be teacher leaders, who willingly guided and 

trained other staff in these teaching methods. Staff meetings, grade level meetings, and 

informal lunch sessions were also used to engage our teachers in their professional learning. 
In terms of instructional and assessment practices, teachers at OPA continue to move forward 

with a number of changes and improvements in these areas. One change this year has been a 

marked increase in the “co-teaching” model, being carried out by the resource teacher working 

alongside the classroom teacher during math and literacy classes. There are many benefits to 

this practice. Two major advantages are, the ability of the classroom teacher to work with small 

groups while the resource teacher works with the remainder of the class, (or vice versa), and it 

allows for both teachers to assess students together, giving a more accurate account of student 

progress. 
Assessment practices are also shifting as teachers become more comfortable using rubrics 

instead of the more traditional models of common assessments that we have used in the past. 

This year, teachers looked at a number of rubrics (marking system based on scores of  1-4, with 

specific criteria attached to each number) before choosing the ones that they felt would best 

suit our goals, thereby keeping the assessments more streamlined and consistent from year to 

year.  This practice will provide data that can be tracked over time with the same groups of 

students, in addition to tracking the data of different classes each year. 
As we come to the end of our first year in this process, we have built a strong foundation of 

knowledge and areas of growth. We are now ready to tackle the hard but rewarding work of 



ensuring that students at OPA continue to make gains in all areas of their educational journey, 

and that we are successful in meeting our CSI goals throughout the next few years. 

 

Provincial and Board Results 

 

Once again this year, OPA students participated in external literacy and math assessments. The 

information gained through these assessments helps us determine our next steps in improving 

student achievement in literacy and mathematics.  Please note the provincial external 

assessments are a snapshot in time, and while the results help support our conversations 

regarding next steps in moving student learning forward, it is the school based data, gleaned 

from teachers’ daily classroom practice that shapes and steers our work.  

Our literacy results in reading are encouraging. The results reveal that our students are 

successful readers in grades six (6) and eight (8) however, our students in grade three (3) 

require greater attention.   

Despite encouraging results in reading, our external results indicate that our students are 

experiencing significant challenges in writing. The data shows that writing and writing 

conventions such as spelling and punctuation remain a challenge for our students.  There is still 

room for improvement. To address the concerns in writing, we will implement specific 

strategies that will help students develop a repertoire of ways to respond in writing to texts 

they have read.  This dual pronged approach will enable our teachers to support our students 

both in reading and in writing.  This will be a focus of our work in 2015-2016. 

 

In order to ensure that they are teaching as effectively as possible, and meeting the needs of a 

very diverse group of learners, the math teachers meet weekly to discuss strategies, 

methodologies, and their successes and struggles. Teachers share resources, help each other 

problem solve around how to teach difficult-to-grasp topics, and how to make each lesson 

accessible to everyone.  

Despite concerted efforts on the part of the OPA math teachers, our math results in the 

external assessment reveal that multiple strands in math continue to be a challenge for OPA 

students.  Clearly there is still work to be done. 

As we move forward in Year 1 of the SSP process, we will refine the current goals. Supporting 

this work is the data gathered from external data and most importantly from the ongoing 

formative work occurring daily in the classrooms.  Both the Math and ELA/FLA PLCs will consult 

with the literacy and math coaches from the Board to support us in goal setting and in 

establishing concrete strategies to achieve the goals.  

 

 


